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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
LIFE OF THE REV. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 
(Continued from page 189.) 


We are now arrived at that period when his atten- 
tion was first drawn to the subject of Universalism.—— 
Farly in 1778, a friend on whom he called, shewed him 
“ The Everlasting Gospel,” a smal) book by Paul Seig: 
volk, and requested to be informed what the author 
meant. Winchester, by looking into it here and there, 
soon perceived that its design was to proye, what was 
entirely new to him, the final salvation of al! men; but 
though struck with seme argnments that he glanced 
over, he readily decided that t- o scheme could not he 
true, laid the book aside, and determined to think no 
more of the subject. Still, however, it wonld at times 
court his attention. He spent the following summer 
travelling and preaching in Virginia; where happen- 
ing to mention the matter to a minister. he was told 
that the doctrine had been the subject of a controver 
ev in the public papers, between a rentleman of the 


law who denied the eternity of punishment, and a} 


clereyman who defended it. Providence appears to 
have resolved that he should not forgzet the subject ; 
for he also heard, while here, that an Mpiscopalian 


clergyman had a few years hefore, openly avowed 


Universalism, and preached it to his astonished people | 


fortwo successive sabbatns, when it pleased God, by 
a sudden sickness, to remove him from his earthly la- 
bors, or as it was commonly termed, fo cut him of” 
from the earth. 


Having passed the summer in Virginia, preaching to | 


good acceptance, Mr. Vi inchester, returned in the fall 
Welsh Neck. 
eorrew that he had twice drained, awaited him: his 


fo bi PEC THe at 
wife sickened and died. Amidst a consuming pain of 
len or eleven days, her mind rose toa high state of 
devotional joy; and her example and conversation 
to abstract her husband from the common ob- 
ts of life. and to concentrate all his powers on the 


seyyed 


werk of his ministry. He preached and exhorted with 


zeal and singleness of motive that could not fail of 


eflect. A revival commenced, and ina few months 


‘ut 140 whites were added to his church. He ad- 
iressed himself also to the poor blacks ; his known 
recommended him to their 


opposition to slavery 


favorable attention, and before the next June, 
1779) one hundred of them were baptised.—- 
‘This. says he, **was a summer of great suc- 


cess, and I shall remember it with pleasure while |! 
live.”’ His prayere and exhortations, however, had, in 
their fervor. far exceeded the narrow Jimits of Calvin- 
ism, to which he had strictly confined himself for sev- 
en years. Before he was aware, he was preaching a 
general prorision, and a universal call; the very sen- 
timent which he had formerly renounced, for tbat of 
Dr. Gill ; and he actually made such progress in the 
doctrine of salvation as to be fully persuaded that the 
number of the saved would equal, if not exceed, that 
of the lost. This belief he not only avowed in private, 
but proclaimed with joy to his crowded congreagations, 


which usually consisted of nearly a thousand. ‘Bat 
though some of the arguments he had seen tn ad 
with a 


volk’s book, presented themselves, at times, ’ 
force that he could scarcely withstand, such was hie 
timidity that he would not yet willingly allow himsell 


Here a bitter cup of | 
‘he arrived at Philadeipbia, on the 7th of October.— 


Wishing to visit his native place, he engaged the 
| Rey. Mr. Botsford to take the pastoral care of his 
chyrch at Welsh Neck, during his absence ; and in 
| September, (1779) began his journey to New-England. 
' Travelling slowly through the continent, and preach- 
‘ing as he went, he had many opportunities of convers- 

ing with ministers of different denominations ; and of- 

_ten proposed to them the arguments he had seen in fa- 
| vor of Universalism, which, to his surprize, he found 
|them generally unable to controvert. He still thought 
himself an opposer of the doctrine, and sometimes 
preached against it with a desperation proportioned to 
| his fear of being overcome by it. He arrived in New- 
Engla.:d in the latter part of autumn, where he trav- 
elled extensively and preached with much applause 
and cousiderable success, for about nine months. In 
spite of his resolution, the truth was steadily gaining 
on his mind, and not unfrequently transported him, 
when engaged in conversation, to state its evidences 
so plainly as to convince his company beyond recove- 
ry, and to strengthen the impressions on his own mind 
which he meant to resist. 

Early in the autumn of 1780, he set off with the in- 
tention of returning to South-Carolina. On his way, 
he tarried awhile on a visit at Pawling’s Precinct, near 
the easteru boundary of the State of New-York, where 
the subject that now engrossed much of his attention, 
was freqnently the topic of conversation. Ofthe fam- 
ily of the Rev. Mr. Waldo, with whom he resided, 
one became fally convinced of the final salvation of all 
mankind ; and several religious people who were pre- 
sent, were overheard regretting that they had inquired 
so far into the subject, as they could not resist the ar- 
'ouments he had proposed. 

Thus, converting others, and half a convert himself, 





| He intended to have left the city in a few days; but 
| Providence had designed that he s!.vuld here enter on 
|a new sphere of action, and devote his influence and 
talents to a cause, which, notwithstanding the bitter- 
iness of bigotry and the obstinacy of prejudice, is the 
| desire of al! nations, and the only justification of the 
izcays of God to man. 

The Baptist Church in this city, being destitute ofa 
| minister, requested him to stay and preach with them, 
| and he at length consented. Much excitement was 
‘produced by his labors; great additions were made to 
the church: his congregation grew too large for the 
meeting house, so that his friends procured the use of 
St. Paul’s, the Episcopal church, the largest in the 
city, which was immediately filled to overflowing ; 
and most of the clergy, of all denominations, embrac- 
ed every opportunity to hear him. 

Amidst this tide of success and popularity, while all 
appeared to approve,, he himself was far from being 
satisfied. Anxious to inquire into the new doctrine, 


‘| of which he had seen but a glympse, he s:arched for 


Seigvolk’s book in order to give it a thorough reading. 
It was sometime before he came acrost it; but in the 
meanwhile, a friend put into his hand S/onehouse on 
the ** Restitution of all Things.” This he read with 
care, and was so far convinced by its proofs, that with 
his characteristic frankness and simplicity, he began 
to indulge himself, among his friends, in expressing a 
hope that in the dispensation of the fullness of times. 
God would gather together all tnings in Christ. When 
asked with surprize, whether he believed this, he re- 
peated that he could not but hope it. This soou came to 





the liberty even of thinking on the subject of Univer- 
sal Salvation. 


the ears of a minister, his particular friend ; and as 





- 
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friendship, when soured by sectarian prejudice, gener- 
ally proves the most ruthless enmity, his friend, meet- 
ing him in the street, broke abruptly upon him* with 
the report he had heard, and parted from him.by say- 
ing, ** If you embrace this sentiment, I shall no longer 
own you for a brother ;’ a declaration that he main- 
tained with the dogged obstinacy of his sect, never 
speaking to him afterwards, and refusing to shake 
hands when they met. 

Winchester instantly saw the convulsion that was 
approaching, and felt the necessity of ascertaining 
whether Universalism was the doctrine of the scrip- 
tures, that so he might decide in his own mind, whéth- 
er to defend or renounce it. For this purpose he con- 
fined himself to his chamber, except on Sundays, and 
spent about a month in prayer and careful examina- 
tion of the Bible, when, though he wished a longer 
opportunity for consideration, he became so well con- 
vinced of the truth of the doctrine as to know it his 
duty by no means to deny it. His determination was 
now formed in clear prospect of the loss of his numer- 
ous circle of friends, his support, his fame, and his 
character; and he prepared himself for the sacrifice, 
when the trial should come. His manner of preaching 
remained much the same as heretofore, holding forth 
the death of Christ and salvation for mankind in gen- 
eral terms,without specifying a belief in Universal Res- 
toration. This was sufficiently liberal to give offence 
to some, who came no more to hear him. In the lat- 
ter part of January, (1781) a number of his church 
members met him at a friend’s house to be certified 
whether the report concerning his sentiments was 
true. He acknowledged his faith; and the result of the 
conference was, thathe should not preach Univer- 
salism, nor introduce it in private conversation 
unless attacked or requested ; and that they, on their 
part, should not mention the matter to his disadvan- 
tage, but endeavor to keep it close. But before they 
parted for the evening, some of his brethren wished to 
know the reasons for his belief; and after some debate 
among themselves, it was agreed that he might read 
to them such passages of scripture as he pleased, but 
without a word of comment. He did so, and several 
of them were convinced. 

From this time to the end of March, the fermenta- 
tion of the public mind continually increased. Many 
came to converse with Mr. Winchester on the doctrine 
of the Restoration ; some embraced it, and others vio- 
lently :pposed it ; till difference of opinion among the 
members of the church grew to the ravcour of party 
spirit. 

On the first Sunday of April, Mr. Winchester was 
to preach at Germantown, about eight miles from Phil- 
adelphia, among the German Baptists, who hold the 
doctrine of Universal Restoration. As he was leaving 
the city on Saturday, he found that a number of emi- 
pent ministers had just arrived from ‘the country, on: 
the private request of some of his opposers; to hold a 
public dispute with him. Giving them the liberty of 
his pulpit for the next day, he departed for the place’ 
ofhis appointment. During his absence, a report was’ 
industriously circulated that he had fled to avoid an 
interview ; and on Monday when he returned, hie de- 
lay occasioned by a funeral that he was called to at-’ 
tend, encouraged his opposers, till they began to de- 
ceive themselves with that falsehood they had imposed’ 
on others. The multitude was assembled in the meet- 
ing-house, impatiently waiting for the dispute, his op- 
posers were reproaching his friends with his flight, and 
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clamorously vaunting over them, when Winchester 
entered with a serene countenance, and took his seat. 
& sudden change came over the assembly ; bis friends 
were relieved from their anxiety, and they who had 
boasted so much in his absence, feared to encounter 
him when present. His astonishing memory, which 
had already treasured up much of the scriptures, was 
well known, and his talents as a public speaker, un- 
doubted. The vote of the assembly was then read, 
by which the Rev. Mr. Boggs had been selected to 
dispute with Mr. Winchester. Mr. Boggs then arose, 
oud thus addressed the people ; ** J am not prepared to 
dispule with Mr. Winchester. I have heard that he 
cays ti would take six weeks to canvass all the argu- 
ments fairly on both sides ; and I suppose that he has 
been studying on the subject for a week or more, and! 
have not studied it ai all.” Discovering that there was 
io be no debate, Mr. Winchester then begged the priv- 
ilege of explaining and defending his own sentiments 
ior two hours, and finally for only one hour; but, as 
might have been anticipated, they who dared not 
meet him on equal ground, dared not allow him fo ex- 
hibit his strength: his request was wholly refused.— 
They felt, however, the necessity of providing some 
business worthy of the great preparations that had 
been made ; and accordingly when one of the minis- 
ters rose and said that ‘heir business was not to debate 
with Mr. Winchester, but to ask him whether he believ- 
ed that bad men and angels would finally be restored, the 
rest immediately agreed, and insisted that the ques- 
tion should be putto him, *“* Do you believe in Univer- 
sal Restoration 2” Mr. Wiuchester’s friends objected 
to his answering this question, unless he had leave to 
vindicate his sentimeats; but he rose, aud observing 
that he feared no use which could be made of his 
words, told them plainly that he did believe the doc- 
trine of Universal Restoration, and was willing to de- 
fend it. After some conversation, the miuisters pre- 
seni advised the church to obtain another pastor ; aud 
che matter Was so managed that though Mr. Winces- 
ter’s adherents were at first a majority of the society, 
the scale was soon turned against them, and they ex- 
cluded from the meeting-house. 

Mr. Winchester was now about thirty years old.— 
he public interview put an end tothat reserve which 
the entreaties of friends, and his own dread of conten- 
tion had induced him, for three months, to maintain in 
his preaching. During the rest of his life, we are to 
contemplate him an avowed aud devoted advocate of 
Universalism. 


(To be Continued.) 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


THE MORALIST........No. XVII. 
** What is thal lo thee 2°—John xxi. 22. 


Curiosity is a privciple imp!anted within the buman 
wweast. Ifianocently indulged, it is a source of great 
pleasure to mankind, but alas, how prone we are to 
indulge it to our own hurt. Like the beloved disci- 
ple, whom our Lord rebuked in the Language of the 
text, we often officiously intrude into the aiairs of others, 
aud meddle with matters that concern us not. 1 do 
not think that this is always doue with a bad intention, 
but from a habit we have long indulged. without con- 
sidering the consequences that spring fromit. Did we 
consider the unpleasant sensations we create in the 
breasts of our neighbors, the hard thoughts they enter- 
tain of us, the grief aud sorrow they experience ip 
sonsequence of our impertinent idle curiosity, we 
should cease from the iudulgence of it, aud discounte- 
nance it in others. 1 presume that there is none of us 
that would knowingly injure our neighbor, or unneces- 
sarily wound the feelings of any person, But this is 
frequently done by the vain curiosity that impels us to 
inquire inte what concerns them alone. We never 

ought to seek to huow the affairs of our neighbor, un- 














less we can benefit him by our advice, or help his ne- 
cessities by our charity. In sucha case, it may be 
proper to inquire into the pecuniary situation of those 
we love and esteem, for by so doing we may do them 
great good; but unless we can advance their happi 
ness in some way, we should forbear making inquiries 


into their situation. There is a class of men in socie- 


ty, who make it the business of their lives to injure 


others. They are peculiar to no place or nation.— 
They exist in the crowded city, and in the lonely vil- 
lage. ‘Whey are what the apostle denominates, busy 
bodies in other men’s matters, tattling from house to 
house, to the neglect of their own business. ‘They 
will greet their unsuspecting victim with a smile, pre- 
tend the greatest love and friendship for him, when 
forsooth, they mean to do him all the injury in their 
power. Having by their vile deception, gained the 
wished for information, and by their falsehoods and 
insinuations set him against his neighbors, they will go 
to the next house to relate what they have heard.— 
The unhappy man who is the dupe oi their base arts, 
will find too late, that he has been ba-ely deceived.— 
He will hear, with pain and anguish, his confidentia: 
communications, proclaimed by every tougue, his pe- 
cuniary embarrassments the theme of discourse in the 
taverns and grog-shops, and iu the public streets.— 
Stories will be told of him, which have no foundation 
in truth; he will become the drunkard’s sung; ana 
calumny with her ten thousand tougues, will sound in 
every ear the tale of his disgrace aud ruin. The un- 
happy man will find too late he is the victim of his 
own credulity. 

Shun the man who seeks the ruin of his neighbor. 
as you would the devouring pestilence. The mau 
who robs you on the high way, may have waut aud 
necessity te plead, but he who smiles aud flatters but 
to betray, bas nothing to plead iv extenuation of his 
base conduct. 


thou my govud. Let your language to such people be, 


what is thal to thee, mind thine own concerns, and in- | 


Such lau- 


Tis by 


trude not into the affuirs of thy neighbors. 
guage as this would silence these taitlers. 
listening to them that they are encouraged to go ou in 
this evil course. 

May we carefully avoid injuring the feelings of our 


neighbors by intruding into their affairs; for, though | 


as | before stated, we may have no intention of injar- 
ing them, yet it too often follows, that they are sensi 
bly wounded by such vain interlereuce. 


Wesr-CAMBRIGE. MOoRALIST. 





DEATH OF FRIENDS. 


The death of near friends is an affliction to which the 
mind becomes but slowly recouciJed. 
a stranger arrests the attention, and for a moment 
awakens serious reflections. 


cas.ional intercourse, affects us still more sensibiy, 
and reminds us strongly of that verge ou which we are 
tottering. Butit is only when some nearand dear 
friend is cousigned tothe solemn silence of the grave, 
that we feel the full force of that sickening sorrow, 


The language of his heart is, Lvil, be | 
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The burial of | 


the belief of a power which is able*to take away, in 
some degree, the sting of death, and to rob the grave 
of an agony which, without such a belief, would be 
indeed insupportable. 





ORTHODOX HONESTY, 


A commubpication in the ** Connecticut Observer,” 
(an orthodox missionary journal) under the title of 
**The Expositor,’ appeared not long since, iu which the 
writer attempts to show the propriety. of praying to 
God for the destruction and misery of uubelievers,— 
Such desires he considers perfectly reconcileable with 
the merciful examples of our great Redeemer, and the 
most benevolent feelings of the Christian heart, We 
are glad to learn, that an article, so entirely consistent 
with the orthodox faith, and, no doubt, with the real 
orthodox feelings, has been published to the world.— 
Liberal and discerning christians have ever looked 
upon it as totally absurd, for Calvinists to pretend to 
pray for the salvation of reprobates. 
ire not prayers; for 


Such preteusious 
»w can they seriously pray to 
God for those, whom lle created lo be objects of his in- 
finite hatred, and to suffer the endless vengeance of 
his implacable wrath ?—Chris. Intel. 


ED ao 


NEW UNIVERSALIST MEETING HOUSE. 


The Universalist Society in Hlopbottom, Susquehan- 
na Co. Pa. are building a commodious House of Wor- 
ship, and have progressed so far as to have the build- 
ing covered, and contemplate its completion the ensu- 
ing summer. ‘They give a praise worthy evidcuce of 
a good spirit, by a resolve that their bouse -lall be 
opened to christians of all denominations, Wien uol us- 
ed by themselves.—.. Y. Gus. Herald, 


a 


INSTALLATION, 


On Thursday, the 19th inst. the Rev. Sera Stetsox 
was Installed oveg the Universalist Church and Socie- 
ty in Salem, Mass. The services were performed in 
the following manner: Reading of the Scriptares and 
the Introdactery prayer by Kev. H. H. Winchester ; 
Sermon by Rev. P. Dean, from 2 Cor. xii. 14, ** J seek 
not yours, but you.” Installing Prayer by Rev. 5. 
“treeter; Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, by 
tev. VT. Jones; Right Hand of Fellowship, by Rev. 5. 
Streeter; Address to the Church and Society, and 
Concluding raver, by Rey. H. Ballou, 2d; Benedic- 
tion by Rey. 5. Stetson. 

A respectalie congregation was present, and gave 
good attention, 


The prospects of this society are now flatiering.— 


May the Lord coutinue the prosperity, and his-blessiug 


The departure of those , 
with whom we have been in habits of daily er oc- | 


on the Connexion. 





From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
TO TUE PUBLIC. 


In the Christian Secretary of April 25, there appear- 


which hangs beavily upon the heart, as though it 'ed an article from the Philadelphia Christian Gazette, 
. - . » io 
would press it down into that narrow space over} purporting to be the history of a certain person + 2 


which the spirit dwells in mournfal suspence. 
is anindescribable sensation of gloom attending sucha 
scene, wheu, for the jast time, we gaze on the fea- 


‘ 
; 
’ 


} 
i 


There | ness and retraction of Universalism, Conceiving thata 


narrative of this kind should be well authenticated to 
gain belief, and merit the attention which the editors 


sal ; ¢ oc i i i as wilb- 
tures, su pale, cold, and altered—when the grave is | of orthcdox papers gave it, and observing it W 


closed up, aid the last sacred rights are finished. 


. . * Ww . fe r- 
How unwillingly the heart admits the belief, that | stavces, | wrote to the Rev. W illiam Morse for into 
| mation, as the Gazette was printed in his cily. Bie 
That all the little indulgences and | letter, containing a particular, an attested refuts 


here euds tle feelings and affection to which it has so 
long clung ! 


out name, date, place ora particular detail of circum- 


His 


aw . . i ¥ 7 
kinduesses of which we have so long partaken—the | of the story, was published in the Inquirer ef May 7, 


pleasures and sympathies mutually given and receiv- : 
ed—that they are all here to terminate—and bow |bouorable course which 
anxiously the mind seeks for some assurance that | @¥esting the editors, who = H 
this is not a final aad eternal separation, aud admits! through mistake, to contradict it, now 


'and preceded by a few remarks, teudi 


vg to show the 
had been pursued, and re- 
d circulated the falsehood 
they were ub- 
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verses * : 














deceived. For this purpose, the Inquirer of May 7, 
was sent to the editor of the Christian Secretary ac- 
companied by the following billet : 


HARTFORD, May 5, 1825. 

Mr. Rowins,—Sir, In your Secretary of April 25, ap- 
peared an article from the Christian Gazette, entitled 
“the value of Universalism in a dying hour.” You 
will learn from the Inquirer which accompanies this 
billet, that the account is untrue, and that names and 
dates and places are now given, so that the character 
of the reporters is involved in the relation they have 
furnished. ‘This is therefore to request that you will 
please to contradict that story in some form, as it is 
believed the christian is willing to sacrifice all things 
for the truth, ’ 

Yours in sincerity, Joun Bisse, Jr. 
Mr. Gurvon Rosins, jan. 
of the Christian Secretary. 

After the next Secretary was issued, as it covtained 
nothing concerning the story, nor took notice of my re 
quest in any form, the following billet was addressed to 
the editor : 

HARTFORD, MAr 10, 1825. 

Sir,—I sent you a billet the other day, requesting a 
contradiction in some form, of a story which appeared 
jn your paper of the 25th ult. That you might act 
with the fullest conviction on this subject, a No. of the 
Inquirer was forwarded, containing a refutation of that 
story by four persons of respectability and truth. Eve- 
ry vecessary mean having been taken, it was earnestly 
hoped your love of trath would Lave procured a notice 
ef the facts | have mentioned, and a contradiction of 
the story as public as its announcement. This not 
having been done, 1 would thank you to say what 
course you have chosen, as my determination in refer- 
ence to this matter will depend on your conduct in de- 
nying or refusing to deny the story. Sir, praying that 
this billet may effect the happiest result, and that your 
love of truth and wish to preserve an unspotted char- 
acter may triumph over all difficulties, | remain your 


friend Joun Bisse, JR. 


P. 5. Please reply by the bearer. 

Mr. Gceroon Rosins, rg 
of the Christian Secretary. 

Not receiving any reply, and being unwilling to ex- 
pose a christian brother without imperious necessity, 
as the last expedient, I sent the editor the following 
letter. 

HARTFoRD, MAy 14, 1825. 

Mr. Ronins,—-I have written you twice on the sub- 
ject of contradicting, in some shape, the story publish- 
ed in your paper of the 25th ult. concerning the re- 
traction of a Universalist. As you have taken no no- 
tice, either public or private, of the two first billets, 
this is to request a promise of contradiction in your 
next paper, an immediately reply to this, or to assure 
you, should neither of these methods be adopted; that 
Ihave come to the determination of exposing you in 
the next Inquirer. My dear Sir, 1 should be much re- 
joiced if you would render a public exhibition of your 
cenduct unnecessary, by a full and fair contradiction 
of the anonymous story which you have circulated, 
aud thereby spare us the mutual pain which must be 
endured. In the cherished hope that you will accept 
the advice which has been sincerely tendered, | re- 
Main your much aggrieved brother, 

Joun Bispe, JR. 
Mr. Gurnon Rosrys, rg 

of the Christan Secretary. 

These statements are not made for the purpose of 
wounding the feelings of Mr. '-obins. but to inform the 
christian public of the fair and honorable means that 
have been employed to effecta retraction of slander 
inconsiderately published, and of the ungenerous, the 
Unchristian manner in which they have been treated. 
Every noble and ingenuous mind considers it a privi-| 
lege to correct a mistake, or to ask pardon for a crime ; 
‘ad shall a professing christian, for the propagation of 
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his peculiar views, descend to means which the gos- 
pel condemns, and the courtesy of refined society dis- 
cards? Shall his policy be to “strike, but conceal 


either by his advice, or labor, or pecuniary means. — 
And how reluctantly and modestly would he deny a 
favor, if in justice to his own business he found him- 


the hand ?” and is this treating others as he would de- | self unable to do it. Those who were not acquainted 


sire them to treat him? Shall a story, without on 


e| with the man, cannot obtain even from this language 


name to give it authenticity, bat refuted on the best|that idea of his kindness which all those entertain 
authority, be circulated widely through the country | Who knew him as we knew him. 


by a man, who professes to be a meek and’ devoted 


‘* He was a man of a peaceable disposition. No 


follower of the faithful and true Witness? and shall} stronger proof can be required of this than the fact 
this be spread to defame a class of christians, | that although he did so much business, and much & 
who would not simply live in charity with all men, this too of a very difficult nature, he was very seldom 


but who desire to imitate their heaveniy Father to th 
extent of their ability? If this be the conduct of thos 


e | found entangled in the law. In the execution of pro- 
e | bate business of which he generally had much to do, 


who call themselves christians, may not the world in- how much trouble has he saved many families by his 
quire, what do ye more than others? The slanders of | ¥ind interposition, his generous and pradent advice. 
the Pagans against the early Christians and the false- When the heirs of an estate, always so jealous of their 


hoods ef the Catholics against the Protestants wer 


e|tights, have got into a difficulty, how anxious would 


deemed most unauthorised, most inhuman ; and shall he be to prevent them from carrying the matter through 
christians of a later day calumniate without reproof, | * legal process. How pleasantly wou Se eBide the 
with absolute inspunity, because they belong to a do- offender,& how earnestly auras the offended to give up 
minant sect? If this mast be the case. let each Uni-|2 little for the sake of an amicable settlement. His 
. . S| . . . ° e 
versalist copy the conduct of his heavenly Father, and desire to live in peace Wh oR mime Ras Sina iepeced 


pray to the Author of all perfection, forgive me as 


forgive others. Should they sincerely adopt this meas- | 
ure, they may repel the aspersions of a reviling world 
and receive the blessed euge of Heaven, well done, 


good and faithful servants: ye have beeu faithful ove 


a few things, | will make you rulers over many things, 


enter ye in the joy of your Lord. 
It may be well to remark; that when Mr. Robins re 


ceived the second billet, he said the first was put in. 


the drawer and forgotten till after his paper was issu 


ed, but that he had no reply to make. When the 
third letter was sent, he observed he had nothing to 


say in reply. 
N. B. Should not the abeve statements have the de 


sired effect, this affair will probably be carried before 
the Baptist Convention, which assembles in this city 


next June. 





; him to waive his own rights, when he thought he 
could do it without too great injury to himself. 


** He was a benevolent man. He had good will to- 
| ward mankind and he did his duty to them. He felt 
for them in distress, aud endeavored to alleviate it.— 
How many times has his name stood first upon a sub- 
scription paper to promote some benevolentobject. And 
his benevolence was not bounded by any party distinc- 
tions. To his opposers either in politics or religion he 
considered himselfa brother, and acted like one. If 
an object of charity solicited assistance, he did not stop 
to inquire to what sect he belonged, or what was his 
faith. And he did much good that was unseen by the 
public eye. And it is altogether probable that he has 
done much which always has remained and now ever 
will remain unknown to every one. 

‘**Humility was another very striking trait in the 
character of our departed friend. This was something 
which was entirely natural tohim. He did not cher- 


r 





FOR THE UNIVERSAIST MAGAZINE, 


OBITUARY. 


Died, in Cambridge, on Tuesday 17th inst. PerER 
Turts, Jun. Ese. The following extracts from a Ser- 
mon delivered on the Sabbath after his funeral, con- | 
tain a description of his character, and are offered as a 


faint testimony of the. respect entertained for him b 


the Author, the pastor of the society of which he died 
a member. The text was Luke xxiii.50. ‘+ He was 
a good man.”” The first part of the discourse was oc- 
duped in shewing how we ought to judge of human 
character, and what we are to understand by a good 


man. 


ish any of that self-conceit and high opinion of himself 
to which too many are prove. If he was with the rich 
and popular, he had no sense of inferiority to oppress 
him; and so, if he was with the poor, he felt not above 
them. He took no pains to shun their company. This 
was not, as we all know, because he was poor and un- 
popular himself. For he was blessed with a compe- 
tent portion of this world’s goods, and was beloved and 
| respected by all who knew him. And he has been 
known to our first mev. [le long held a responsible 
station which lay at the disposal, 1 believe, of the 
governor and council. His business as a mathemati- 
cian and surveyor introduced him to men of the highest 
character in this vicinity. And his probate business 
made him acquainted with many of our judges and 





} 


*‘ The man whose death we now so deeply deplore | Jawyers especially those who live and attend courts in 


was a good man in the proper sense of these words. As | the county of Middlesex. 


To introduce some men to 


you will now readily understand, J do not mean that | such company would be very ivjurious to them. It 


he was perfect. He wasa human being, and as such, |} would make them proud and vain. 
like all the rest of us he had his frailties. But uot | who has left us it seemed to have no other effect than 


But on our friend 


many men have had less of themthan he. I trust that | to induce him to be watchful over his conduct, that he 
the following description of bis character will convey | might be worthy of the confidence and friendship of 


to your minds not a very imperfect idea thereof. 


¢ He was uniform in bis-eonduct and feelings. His 


benevolence, patience and kindness, seemed more like 
habits with him than any thing else. And he was the 
same in his family so far as I have known hin in this 
respect, as he was before the public eye. And indeed 
how could it be expected otherwise. For when virtue 
‘sa habit with a man, he feels easy only when he is 
in the practice of it whether it be at home or abroad. 
So generally was it known that Mr. T’, was possessed 
of this evenness and uniformity of temper and habit, 
that it became a proverb ght his friends to say, he 
im once, saw him aways. 
el lt obliging. Who that ever knew 
the man for any time will deny this ? How willing has 
he unvariably been to assist his friends and neighbors 





| those with whom he associated. 

** Ife was alsoa patient man. When he was called 
, to suffer injuries he bore them as he ought to have 
,done. Aud his disappointments did not seem to per- 
plex and irritate him. But bis patience was put to 
| the greatest trial, and the manifestation of it was most 
| conspicuous during his sickness, It is true that in the 
earlier part of his sickness he had no thought of its be- 
ing dangerous, if he did until withia a few weeks be- 
fore his death. But then for a man always as active 
as he was to be obliged to shut himself up in his house 
when his business was urging him out, to shut himself 
up in his chamber too without even the privilege of 
going into the entry, and here having a prospect of 
others driving round to attend to their worldly con- 
cerns, and seeing them go to the house of public wor- 
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ship, and to that house too in which he had enjoyed | 
himself so well, (for all these things he could see 
through the windows of the chamber in which he was 
first confined) a man placed in this situation would be | 
called upon for the exercise of the greatest patience. 
Te was confident during the winter that when the warm 
weather should come iu the spring he should get out 
again and get well. iow great must have been his 
dis$#ppointment when this beautiful season came, but 
bropght no healing on its wings forhim. Soon his hope 
of recovery grows weak. He looks around upon his 
young and blooming family, upon his companion, to! 
whom common causes of joy had become those of sér-| 
row. He wishes to live for them, but his prospects 
grow more and more dark. Here, my friends, is a 
call for patience and resignation which we have never | 
yet received. But in all this our departed friend mur- | 
mured not nor complained. He resigned himself to | 
the will of God and waited the great event. 

**T would add to the traits which I have already | 
drawn of our friend's character that of bis being a firm | 
and undeviating friend to his country, to her liberty, 
her form of government, and her prosperity. It is pro- | 
bable that he obtained his feelings in this respect in | 
very early life. He wag born in that period of the col- | 
onies’ concerns,when difficulties with the parent coun- 
try were about commencing, and when the bosoms of 
their inhabitants glowed with a patriotic flame. Fath- 
ers and mothers then communicated to their children | 
their own feelings. The patriotism which was then 
instilled into our brother’s breast, he never lost. He. 
was no vacilating politician, sometimes one thing and | 
sometimes another. He as rigidly adhered to princi- | 
ple in this respect as in any other. When he moved. 
into this town, a majority of the inhabitants of which 
were opposed to his political opinions, he did not hide , 
his sentiments nor change them, but avowed them as | 
he ever had done without fear. And his fellow citi- 
zens have borne testimony to the high sense they en- | 
tertained of his ability and services. In the town of | 
Charlestown he was almost constantly in public office. | 
lor several years in succession he was one of its repre- | 
sentatives in the legislature. And asa delegaie from. 
this town, he was a member of the Convention which | 
sat in the winter of 1820—1, for the purpose of revi: 
ing the constitution of this state. | 

“With Mr. T.’s religious views you are all acquaint- | 
ed. He was a Universalist. In early life he attended 
the ministry of the late Dr. Osgood, of Medford, but | 
afterwarc that of Rev. Mr. Fisk, of West-Cambridge. 
According to his own account, during the most of that | 
time, he supposed Universalism to be an error. it | 
could not be over seven or eight years ago that he a- 
vowed himself a Universalist. During the first part of 
his residence in Cambridgeport, he attended public | 
worship with the society of Universalists in Charles- 
town, in whose meeting-house he held and maintained 
property until his death. In him the friends of Uni- 
versalism in this towu found a most zealous and able 
coadjutor when they commenced the lectures in the 
school-house. Several months after this I formed a 
friendship with him which remained uninterrupted till 
the day of his death. I need not say what his exertions 
in the cause of truth have since been, for you all know. 
You know the zeal with which he,in conjunction with 
you, commenced,and the perseverance with which he 
pursued the building of this house. You have seen 
him with his large and respectable family occupying 
his pews here. ‘The attention which he gave to the 
preaching you have seen, and also his readiness to en- 
courage and support us in every laudable undertaking. 
But he is with us no more. Te has left us and his 
companion, and his children, and all things else on 
earth for that undiscovered country from whose bourne 
uo traveller returns.”” 

* * * * # * * . 


| punishment beyond the grave; and the consequence | 


| By Mrs. BARB&AtLyD.-WRITTEN AT HER SOTH YEAR, 


his death.; What stronger evidence do you desire to 
prove that the doctrine is not licentions than his life ° 
Or what stronger evidence do you wish to prove that | 
it will do to die by, than the testimony he has left 
with respect to the effect it had on his mind during bis 

Those who do not believe this doctrine pre- 
that he would renounce it in prospect of 
sut did he so? They did not know that he 
embraced it in daysof sickness, This was the case. 
It was during his alarming sickness several vears ago, 
that he embraced the doctrine. He often told me it 
was during the time he_was then confined that he read 
the Bible throvgh twice in course, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether it taught that Hell isa place of 


sickness. 
dicted, 
death. 


was a firm conviction that the common notion of hell 
was altogether unsupported by the sacred penman.— 
So you see the Bible and his reason made him a Uni- 
versalist. How much more satisfaction does this tes- 
timony from a man of sound sense afford, than all the 
stories that have been published concerning the con- 
Let us imitate him in 





| 
version of little children? ] 


searching the scriptures, that our faith may be founded 
not in the wisdom of men, but the word of God.” 





SELECTED. 
A THOUGHT ON DEATI. 


When life in opening buds is sweet, 
And golden hopes the spirit sreet, 
And youth prepares his joys to meet, 
Alas! how hard it is to die! 
When scarce is seized some borrowed prize, 
And duties press; aud tender ties 
Forbid the soul from earth to rise, 


fiow awful then it is to die! 





When one by one those ties are torn, 
And friend from friend is snatch forlorn, 
And man is left alone to mourn, 

Ah! then how easy °tis to die! 


When trembling limbs refuse their weight, 
And films, slow gathering, dim the sight, 
And clouds obscure the mental light, 


*Tis nature’s precious boon to die ! 


When faith is -trong, and conscience clear, | 
And v ords of peace the spirit cheer, 
And visioned giories half appear, 

*Tis joy, *tis triumph then to die ! 


—_——==E (): 0 ae 


ADDRESS TO THE ALMIGHTY. 


In the following lines the conception of the being and 
power of the ALMIGHTY, are great and august, and 


expressed in language elegant and sublime. 


Hail ! Sov’reign Goodness! infinite and free ; 
Thine eye the light, thy span immensity ! 

“hyself the centre, and creation’s soul! 

Whose vast circumference circumscribes the whole ; 
Extends o’er ali its penetrating sway, 

And kindles darkness, or prtts out the day. 

rom whom conceal’d no secret thought can rise, 
Escape thy notice. or deceive thine eyes, 

Known ere its birth, known ere in embryo warm’d, 
By words depicted or in action form’d ; 

Trac’d from its point thy spirit marks its course, 
Directs its motion, or repels its force, 

To gain some end, or frustrate some design, 

Alike thy justice. and thy love combine. 

Searcher of hearts! to thee are equal known 

The mind of millions, as the mind of one. 





“* Mr. Tufts answered the objections which are made 
the doctrine in which we believe ip his life and in 


St. Tomorrow Evening, 
‘past seven o’clock, precisely. 
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Fire in Providence.—--A little after 11 o’clock on 
Monday evening last, a fire broke out in a work 


sh 
occupied by Mr. Rhedes G. “P 


Alien, Cabinet-Maker, 


situate on the rear of Westminster-sireet, and near to: 


the Universalist Chape!. The wind was quite fresh 
ane notwithstanding the great exertions of our citizens, 
the fire could not be arrested before it had consumed 
the building in which it originated, the house owned by 
the heirs of the late James Rhodes, (including a ero- 
cery store) owned and occupied by Capt. Samuel 
Young, the house at the corner of Union-Street. occu- 
ped by Mr. Oliver Carpenter, the house adjoining 
owned by the heirs of Peter Taylor, and occupied by 
Mr. Richard 8S. Updike, the house on the north side of 
Westminister-street, owned by Gen. Carrington and 
occupied by Mr. Thomas B. Fenner, together with 
that ornamental edifice, the Universalist Chapel, erect- 
ed a few years since at great expense, the walls only 
of which we regret to say, are left standing. Several 
houses were much injured by the fire. 


= >: oo 
NEW UNIVERSALIST CHURCH. 


The corner stone of the New Universalist Church 
in Federal-Street, was laid on Tuesday last. In a 
cavity beneath, were disposited, hermetically seal- 
ed in bottles, a scroll containing the name of the pro- 
prietors, principal builders, other memeranda, &c. a 
coppy of the last newspaper printed in this place, the 
various United States coins of the present year, and 
a leck of hair from the head of the late venerable 
Joun Murray, the first preacher in America, of the 
doctrine of Universal Redemption.—WNant. Ing. 


The Rev. WiiwttamM Morse has left the second Uni- 
versalist Church in Philadelphia. ilis farewe!'l Ser- 


mou was delivered on the evening of the 10th ult. 
Rel, Inquarer. 
— 2. 


We have jnst received the first number of the Fvan- 
GELICAL REsTORATIONIST, published at Troy, ¥. 
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SASTRED UONCER”™. 

The public are respectfully irformes Concert 

of Sacred Music will be perto: ved bs ir of the 

2d Society of Cniversalists their : School- 


Viny 29th cncing half 


ORDER OF PERFOF 


Part Fir 
(Selected from Hayden's Creation.) 
Orerture. Peritotve 


And the spirit of 
And God 


In the beginning, Ke. Chore 
God moved upon the waters. stecilatire. 


saw the light, &c. Seng. Now Vanish. &c. Reew 
litive. Affe igbted, fled Hleil’s Spirits, &c. Chorus. 
Dispairing Cursing Rage, &c. Chorus, Anew creat- 


ed world, sprivgs, &c. Song. On Mighty Pens, Xe. 
Song and Chorus. The Marvelous Works. Recitalire. 
In Splendor Bright. Song. With Softer Beams, Re- 
citalive. The Space Immence of the azure Sky. Cho- 
rus. The Heavens are Telling, &c. Recitative. 


And God created man. Song. In Native Mouth, &c. 


Chorus. Achiev’d is the glorious work. 
Part Second. 

Chorus. Let their celestial concerts, &c. Duet.—- 
If e’er in solemn stillness, &c. Chorus. Come sweet 
spring, &c. Song. Must I leave the Paradice. Cho- 
us. Lament not Eve, &c. Songs and Chorus. Child 
of Mortality, &c. Song. Star of Bethlehem. Chor- 
us. Glory be to God on high. Recitative. Now the 


work of man’s redemption. Chorus. Hatleluia, &e. 

Doors opened at half past six o’clock. Tickets for 
sale at the store of Wm. Barry & Co. Old State House- 
Charles Callendar’s Library, School-St. and at Geo. 
Alkers, opposite the Church, ov the evening of per 


formance. 
So - 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 
On the HWth inst. Robert Alcock, only son of Russelt 





Who would not fear, who would not kiss thy hand ? 
[Fai at thy word, or rise at thy command ? 


and Mary Manning, aged 3 years. 
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